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Troubadours bring show forward

When it was announced
that Tairua Community Hall
would be closing for the
duration of the new Pepe
Bridge build, community
groups using the facility were
quick to spring into action
finding suitable alternative
venues to carry out their
activities. Jennie Turner,
writer-director for Tairua
Troubadours, was faced with
the loss of the venue they
have used for over 20 years to
perform their shows.

Her initial reaction, faced
with working within a limited
timeframe, was to cancel
this year’s show, and look to
performing again once the

Hall was available in 2028.
Cast members weren’t so keen
on that plan and persuaded
her that “the show must go
on!”

With the Hall closure
announced for mid-year,
Troubadours have decided
that their 2026 show, “The
Toscars — People’s Choice
Awards 2026” will be brought
forward several months, and
be performed as the likely last
Hall event of the year, starting
on April 23.

Jennie explained that
rehearsals for the show will
be ‘fast and furious’ due to
Easter, school holidays and
prior commitments made by

the cast when the original
scheduled show date was
June. Due to the change, a
few familiar cast members
have had to pull out but Jennie
says they have gained three
newbies!

This show will be the
third Toscars (Tairua Oscars)
performance, where the cast
celebrate and perform the
best bits from past shows. It
has been called the 'People’s
Choice Awards' this time
because on each performance
night the overall winner will be
decided by the audience! The
audience will vote by table,
with their choices placed in
an envelope. The one with the
most audience votes will win
the coveted Toscar.

Tickets for the show

THE TOSCARS

People's Choi

Awards

The show dates are April
23rd, 24th, 25th, 26th
(matinee), 29th, 30th, and
May 1st, 2nd.

are on sale now. Email:
tairuatroubadours@gmail.
com
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TAIRUA ELECTRICAL

v Air Conditioning/Heat Pumps
- Fujitsu and Mitsubishi
Accredited Installer

v Electrical Installations

Phone Graeme
021-893 908

R
ArborCuts"}’
PROFESSIONAL ARBORISTS
ALL Treework & Landscaping

Fruit trees * Hedges * Chipping
* Planting Advice

Call/Txt Jon 021 405 555
www.arborcuts.co.nz

T.J. CLARKE
PLUMBING

For Effective &
Efficient Service

021 090 16570

All your home decorating requirements

KEMPAINT
D
021531946 °

fully qualified / over 35 years experience
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PAINTING
SERVIGESA
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=
Ph Dave Ray 021 798 768

Electrical

% Laser

For all your Electrical Needs Including
« LUnderfloor

= Heat Pumps

« Solar

Phone: 07 865 9309

whangamata@laserelectrical.co.nz

Tree & Garden
QUALIFIED ARBORIST

Tree Pruning/Removal
Hedge Trimming
Tree Planting
Landscaping

@Amber 022 060 8020

evergreentairua@gmail.com

Fibre Broadband

Reliable Local
Support and Service

For all your Internet Needs
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GOTAIRUA

www.gotairua.co.nz
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SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES
FLYERS & 1
RACK CARDS

tairua.print@xtra.co.nz

GLASS / GLAZING

Tairua - Pauanui
All repairs including
aluminium joinery
Cat doors installed
Ph Brian Hart
027 660 9746

LANDSCAPING

* Garden & Lawn Installation
* Treework * Pathways
* Irrigation * Maintenance

Call Jason 021 182 0744
Email: jasemaze66@gmail.com

Pauanui Garden & Art
Plants & seedlings
REAL FRUIT ICE CREAMS
Gifts
gardens
design ¢ install * maintain

021 238 3557

elle@pauanuigardenart.co.nz

GAS & PLUMBING LTD -

20+ years experience
Servicing Coromandel areas
New Zealand family business
Trustworthy & honest team

021814 879
www.pivotalnz.com

PRINTS ON
CANVAS

tairua.print@xtra.co.nz
07 864 8170

REACH 'N' CLEAN

¢ Exterior house soft wash
¢ Roof, Gutter, Solar Panels
¢ Window Cleaning

e Water Blasting

Call Frank 021 254 2810

www.reachnclean.co.nz

STICKERS
& LABELS

homemade products/jams
clothes (iron on)
name/address
business products

WE CAN PRINT YOUR
ONLINE DESIGN

tairua.print@xtra.co.nz
07 864 8170

THE ART OF DECORATING
Painter & Decorator
Professional & Experienced

Call Peter | 021 352884

“Faak, Priendlyy & @w"

Electrical Repairs
& Installations

New Homes, Renovations
& Extensions

LED Lighting
JERRY POOLE 021 482 066

STUMP GRINDING
Ring Cam 021 037 6427

camspropertyservices@hotmail.co.nz

igd {1, 1]

We stock a small selection
of photo frames too!
A: 228 Main Road, TAIRUA

P: + 647 8648170
E: tairua.print@xtra.co.nz

STORAGE

" |

Ph 07 864 8788 |
0274832129 |

VISA &
PASSPORT
PHOTOS

TIT
ddas

Need a VISA/Residency
photo for New Zealand?

Renewing your passport?
Tairua Print 228 Main Rd

WINDOW
DRESSINGS

¢ Blinds
e Drapes

o Shutters
Free Measure & Quote
www.windowdressings.co.nz

021 238 9490

WINDOW WASHING
CLEAR VIEW WINDOWS
JON 021 059 6012
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pplications to the

Thames-Coromandel
Mayoral Disaster Relief
Fund close on 6 March for
anyone impacted by the
January 21st/22nd storm
event. The fund provides
one-off assistance for ex-
traordinary circumstances
and can be used to support
the needs of affected indi-
viduals, families, community
organisations, small busi-
nesses and marae. Visit:
www.tcdc.govt.nz/relief

auanui is looking for-
ward to welcoming the

2026 Repco Beach Hop on
Thursday 26 March. There
will be hundreds of Beach
Hop cars parked on the air-
field with live music, a craft
market, and food stalls to
entertain and refresh those
attending. Being an airfield,
there will be a static airplane
and jet car display. Pauanui
Village will be in on the act
with discounts, great food
and great vibes. Pauanui
Club will feature bands,
drinks and food. There will
even be a “Pimp Your Golf
Cart” competition. Start time
is 10.30am.

airua Surf Life Saving

Club has been awarded
“BP Rescue of the Month”
for January 2026 by Surf
Life Saving New Zealand.
The award recognises the
incident on 6 January where,
just as the surf patrol was
concluding for the day, a
team responded immediate-
ly to reports of three people
in distress at the northern
end of Tairua beach. Un-
der the leadership of tower
lifeguard Nina McFarland,
guards Bella Muir and Emily
Carter were deployed via
ATV and located the swim-
mers in a hazardous, rocky
area and carried out two
challenging tube rescues in
demanding surf conditions,
with the third swimmer mak-
ing it to shore unaided. Well
done to all involved!
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SERVICES

@ ARIZTO

A3
Sell your home -

with Adam &
save money!

©@ 2%*°ST Commission’
© No Upfront Costs
© No Sale, No Fee

Adam Fuller S —
022 018 0856 et | - Aprmi
Arizto Ltd. Licensed REAA 2008 -‘:_'“ “_'_'_'“ WaAmizr,
*Admin Fee + T&C's Apply = =
,;,--.;::'. \
NEED WINDOW &
DOOR REPAIRS?

* WINDOW HANDLES, SEALS, HINGES & STAYS

© SECURITY LOCKS FOR WINDOWS & DOORS
* SLIDING AND BI-FOLD DOOR ROLLERS, LOCKS & HANDLES
© RETRACTABLE INSECT SCREENS

LOCAL SERVICING FOR THE COROMANDEL

CALL US ON 0800 25 25 00
www.exceed.co.nz

exceed’

we fix windows & doors

SCANNING

we scan documents & photos to email or USB
TAIRUA PRINT « 228 MAIN RD « 864 8170

MOVE IT

Weekly runs
to Auckland

Can collect bulky
online purchases

Small jobs -
no problem!

. 07 866 5589
Packing | Removals | Storage

Residential & Commercial

info@nzmoveit.co.nz

www.nzmoveit.co.nz
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Mercury Bay Art Escape
“Open Studios” 2026

The Mercury Bay Art Escape
(MBAE) “Open Studios” event
is on the horizon. The Open
Studios in 2026 will run over
Saturday, Sunday and Monday
of the first two weekends in
March.

On March 7, 8, 9 and
14,15,16 from 10am to 4pm
over 50 artists will have their
studios open for the public
to visit and buy art. On show
and for sale will be a myriad of
artworks, the media extensive
- painting, printing making,
drawing, textile and raranga
weaving, glass work, iron work,
sculpture, ceramics, jewellery,
mosaics and photography.

This year MBAE celebrates
its 20th anniversary. This year
also boasts over 20% of the
artists involved being either
Pauanui or Tairua based! Look
out for Logan Humphrey, Nora
Grieve, Paul Schrader and
Sam Dixon from Pauanui, and
Debbie Emslie, Jean McCann,
Jennifer Panther, Jessie Macaw,
Kate Hill, Michael Harrison,

Photo: Mercury Bay Art Escape

Souzie Speerstra and Susan
Dunster from Tairua!

Each of the artists taking
part in the Open Studios event
will be selecting one piece of
their art for the Hot Waves Café
exhibition at Hot Water Beach
from Saturday 7th March
through to mid-April. This
exhibition is very popular and
gives an insight into the depth
of talent on the Coromandel.

One of the special features
of the Escape is the Artists-in-
Residence program. This year,
you can meet and chat with
Tairua's Jessie Macaw and Hot
Water Beach's Sally Samins
who will be at Hot Waves
Café on Wednesday 11 and
Thursday 12 March from 9am
to 3pm.

Visitors to the Studios
this year can win an $800
“credit" towards an artwork
purchase, by scanning a QR
code at each venue. For
details and to download the
studios map, visit: www.
mercurybayartescape.com

This year's
Artists in
Residence

are Hot Water
Beach's Sally
Samins, and
Tairua's Jessie
Macaw.

SERVICES

HOUSE WASH

Exterior house/commercial building wash, roof wash, fences,
driveway, patios - soft-wash for best moss & lichen clean and
treatment, exterior window cleaning, or general water blasting,

boat ramps & jetties. 100m hose so access no problem,
Prompt local service with 20 years’ experience
Phone: 0800 747 787

Email: atlasgroup@xtra.co.nz
or dial Andy direct on 027 313 4386

R s yr.
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SERVICES

Cuthrie Bowron
Inpirndion s o,

WE OFFER

Guthrie Bowron
Whitianga
Trust us with your decotuting project

BOOK A FREE

INSPIRATION IN HOME
AND EXPERT MEASURE
ADVICE AND QUOTE
HEALTH HEALTH

PHYSIO

Synergy. Joel. 021 587 262
www.onlinephysio.nz

Pauanui / Tairua
Physiotherapy Clinics

Robert Lindsay
Dip.Phty (Otago), ADP (OMT), Dip.MT.

Fully Qualified
Manipulative & Orthopaedic
Physiotherapist
Co-author of
“Treat Your Own Shoulder”

Back & Neck Pain
Hand & Upper Limb Injuries
Rehabilitation following

Orthopaedic Surgery
Acupuncture

Pauanui Medical Centre
& Tairua Medical Centre

Ph. 027 600 8801

Back in Ling ———
€3 CHIROPRACTIC

g Clinics

Chiropractic

Massage
Yoga

backinline.co.nz
022 369 8039

WANTED

WE BUY all cars, vans, utes,
trucks, buses in any conditon
- dead or alive. Call 0800 333
398 or text 021 344 449.
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Pepe Bridge replacement update
from public meeting

By Guest Writer, Jo Finnis

A public information
session was held at the
Tairua Community Hall on
26 February to show plans
for the replacement of the
Pepe Stream Bridge. 8 NZTA
project staff and 3 reps from
the contractors, Fulton Hogan,
were on hand to show plans
and discuss logistics for the
construction of the new bridge.
Also in attendance were NZTA
maintenance project staff
providing information about
the ongoing storm recovery
efforts for the Coromandel, and
TCDC staff showing shoreline
management proposals for
Tairua.

150 people attended the
session. Concerns about
right hand turning at Pepe
Road intersection and the
ability to jump off the bridge
were expressed consistently.
Physical constraints at the
Pepe Rd intersection deny the
construction of a roundabout
and there will be no dedicated
right hand turning lane into
Pepe Rd. NZTA do not build dive
platforms but they will neither
prohibit nor encourage bridge
jumping, except for during
the construction phase when
bridge jumping is prohibited.

NZTA is funded to replace
NZ bridges only when they are
at their 'end-of-life', therefore,

there are no plans at this time
to replace Graham's Creek
Bridge. The budget for the Pepe
Stream Bridge replacement is
$22million. Construction is to
be staged with the intention
of maintaining traffic flow and
thereis a planned 3 week break
from construction during the
2026 Christmas peak. Consents
have been lodged and the final
design is expected by June.
Early works begin in May,
construction is scheduled to
begin in July with completion
by December 2027.

The Community Hall and
carpark are to be used by the
construction team, and hall
activities have been relocated
to other venues providing
opportunities for clubs to
fundraise.

Construction personnel
are excited to be involved in
this project and teams will
be accommodated in Tairua.
Local businesses will benefit by
having these people use cafes
and local shops etc.

Feedback from the public
information forum held in
2025 has led to the addition of
a footbridge on the upstream
side of the bridge. Again,
opportunities for feedback
were provided and staff will
take these into consideration.
This is a link to updates: www.
nzta.govt.nz/projects/sh25-
sh25a-thames-coromandel

PUBLIC NOTICES

SOUVENIR TOTE BAGS

"Tairua ABCs" - images from the Summer Book
Poly canvas * 37cm x 37cm « $18 each

TAIRUA PRINT ¢ 228 MAIN ROAD ¢ 07 864 8170 e tairua.print@xtra.co.nz
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PUBLIC NOTICES

ST PATRICKS DAY

OLDMILL

CELEBRATION
OLD L | Wednesday 18th March, 6pm start
ﬁ'iﬂ.'.l’EEFR:!;'!n't‘!g}'E BOOKINGS i
OPEN ESSENTIAL :

for our themed
evening dining
experience, $62pp m

Wed-Sun

8.30am
{ {o)
2.30pm

07 864 9390
1The Esplanade,
Tairua Marina

SCAN FOR DETAILS

OSTEOPOROSIS SCREENING

Ultrasound Bone Density Testing

Tairua-Pauanui Pharmacy
226 Main Road, TAIRUA

FRIDAY 13 MARCH

Book your 15 minute appointment. Cost $49.
Phone 07 864 8660
www.ultrascan.co.nz

- NEW DESIGN -
LIMITED EDITION

CANVAS PRINTS

"Justin Time
for Summer!”

"Good-bye
Tairua Jandal"

30cm x 45cm
Tairua Print | 228 Main Rd | 07 864 8170

'Ello, ‘ello, ‘ello
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Aword from our local constabulary

Kia Ora Koutou,

Happy March everyone, we hope
last month has all treated you well. To
fully explain what has gone onin the
last two months would be too much
for light reading so we will recap.

We would firstly like to
acknowledge the outstanding work
and effort from both Tairua and
Pauanui Fire Brigades since the start
of the year, especially the work they
did over the time of flooding that
affected both towns heavily. These
amazing Men and Woman of our
community are all volunteers and
respond to events 24/7, so every time
you hear that siren, they are putting
down what ever they are doing and
jumping into action. Another special
thank you to Pauanui Coastguard for
all their assistance in transporting
people across the water to safety.

Police are currently investigating
multiple burglaries that have
occurred in the Pauanui and Hikuai
area in the last few weeks. This is
a reminder, even though we live in
a safe and welcoming community,
to stay vigilant and ensure we are
locking our garages and homes. Be
assured we are doing our very best
to hold these criminals accountable

whole, the last two months have been
relatively calm. Police have conducted
multiple road-Policing operations
ensuring drivers on our roads are
abiding by the road laws that keep
everyone in our community safe. If
you are going to have some drinks
with friends and family, make sure
you have a safe way home.

Anarrest was made at anaddress
in Tairua earlier this month for a
serious assault that took place.
The offender was arrested without
further incident. This person is
currently appearing before the
Courts on this charge.

Another friendly reminder that
if you see something do something.
Without the help and communication
fromthe communityit can sometimes
be very difficult for us to act on
something that we have very little
information about. We know you all
care about our community as much
aswedo. If it is happening now phone
11, if it has happened in the past
phone 105.

Feel free to come in and see us
at the station any time for a chat.
We hope you have a great rest of the
summer.

for their actions. Nga mihi,

In terms of road safety, as a  Tim& Dylan, Tairua Police
PUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES
GOING to the USA?

Need a plug adapter?

NEXT MEETING a
Monday 9 March, 1.30pm gﬁ

Tairua Golf & Country Club . USA

Treasure Hunt around Tairua
(Car Pooling available)
Raffle. No blooms.

Enquiries:
Frances 021 910 069
Margaret 027 231 0384

..y
~= |

Plug adapters for inbound
travel to NZ also in stock.

AVAILABLE from "the tech spot"
TAIRUA PRINT 228 Main Rd

* does not
adapt voltage
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PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES

Tairua Surf Lifesaving Club
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Notice is hereby given that
the Annual General Meeting
of the Tairua Surf Lifesaving
Club will be held at
Tairua Surf Lifesaving Club
on Saturday 4 April
at 11:00am.

The agenda includes the
annual report, financial
statements and the
election of officers.

Any member wishing to
submit a motion must do
so by 20 March to:
admin®@tairuaslsc.com

Tairua Volunteer
Fire Brigade AGM
April 28th 2026, 7pm,
at the station:
233 Main Road, Tairua.
All minute items to the
secretary: kurt.jarrett@
fireandemergency.nz
by March 28th, 2026.

Thinking of having a tidy out?
We can recycle or get rid of
your unwanted books.
Call Tairua Print 864 8170
or just drop them in.

WHITIANGA

FLOORING » {TRA
SLep into

_.vui]gs
m 9

www.flooringxtra.co.nz

;‘hi%\
ST FrRANCIS CHURCH

WHAT’S ON THIS WEEK

Sunday
9.30am Worship
Fellowship & Morning Tea

Tues, Thurs & Sat
Op Shop open
9.30am - 1pm

Enquiries 07 864 8727
or 021 0275 6807
Main Road Tairua

stfrancistairua.com

*T&C'’s apply

Carpet, Laminate, Timber & Vinyl On Sale Now

WHITIANGA FLOORING XTRA 68 Albert Street, Whitianga

P: (07) 866 2836

E: whitianga@flooringxtra.co.nz

Vol. 26 No. 9, 4th March 2026

Pestfree Tairua launch new

campaign

Have you noticed the
increase in bird song this
summer? Pestfree Tairua
(PFT) has been hard at workin
and around Tairua to remove
a variety of pests from the
area, thereby providing a
better opportunity for bird
populations to increase.

In 2025 the volunteers,
including a group of locals
trapping in their own
backyards, worked 31 trap
lines with over 700 traps,
in and around Tairua. The
records show that they had
collectively caught 2860
rats, 188 possums and 51
mustelids.

This year Pestfree Tairua
is launching a special project
to build on the success of the
dedicated volunteers who
have been diligently working
on eradicating pests on Paku.
The “Paku Project” aims to
add more traps to those
already in place, to cover a

wider area. The target pests
are rats, stoats, weasels and
possums. The project started
on March 1st and will run
through to the end of the
year.

Whilst the volunteer
trappers are organised and
ready to go, the rest of us can
assist by making a donation
towards the purchase of more
traps and baits. Pestfree
Tairua has set up a link
with Tairua Environmental
Society so donations can be
made to their account, 38-
9023-0216358-01, using the
reference PAKU.

Since pest eradication
began in earnest on Paku
in 2018, the increase
in bird song, one of the
obvious indicators that
pests are decreasing and
birdlife increasing, has
been significant. The “Paku
Project” will restore the bird
song to full throat!

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES

Elim

CHURCH TOGETHER
INCLUDING ELIM KIDS PROGRAM
Sundays 10.30am
Tairua Hall

g’

CONNECTTOGETHER
LITTLIES, PARENTS, CAREGIVERS
Tuesdays 10am

Tairua Hall Annexe
DURING SCHOOL TERM

PHONE 864 8762
PS. NICO & MARLENE PRINSLOO

CABLES

PHONE CHARGING CABLES:
Lightning, Micro USB, USB-C

e

HDMI & CAT-5 CABLES
_/ \\

Also USB Power adapters,
USB Car chargers

i

We also have some
international adapters

AVAILABLE FROM
"the tech spot"
TAIRUA PRINT
228 Main Road




