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Gareth's a world champion

Tairua is home to another
world champion! Local resident
Gareth Beatson has recently
returned from a very successful
Brazilian Jiu-jitsu competition
in Tokyo, Japan.

Brazilian Jiu-jitsu (BJJ) is a
form of the traditional Japanese
martial art. The Brazilian form
is a close-combat variant that
was developed a century ago,
with a heavy emphasis on
ground grappling and mixed
martial arts application. On
the Coromandel, BJJ has
two training gyms, one at
Whangamata and one in
Tairua.

Gareth explained that, as a
jiu-jitsu exponent for the past 5
years, he trains at the gym 5 to
6 days a week and supplements

that with additional weights
and cardio exercise. This, he
admits at the age of 51, is no
mean feat!

Earlier this month, Gareth
and wife Melissa travelled
to Japan to compete at the
Sports Jiu-jitsu International
Federation World
Championships, held at Yoyogi
Stadium in Tokyo. Gareth
competed in the Masters
5, Blue Belt, middle weight
division.

His training obviously had
been worth it, and Gareth
came home with a gold and
bronze medal in the NoGi
(the combat uniform in this
section is teeshirt and shorts)
open weight division. In the
Gi (the combat uniform is
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the traditional judo-type
one) open weight and middle
weight divisions, Gareth lost
his bouts in the quarter finals.

Back home, and coming
back to earth, Gareth is excited
to be teaching Tairua children
the basics of BJJ with Constable
Dylan. He said the children
have been really motivated
by his success and can see the
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benefit of training. If you are
interested in finding out more
about Tairua’s Brazilian Jiu-jitsu
contact Gareth and Dylan on
TairuaBJl@outlook.co.nz.

Gareth is not just a martial
arts exponent, he is heavily
involved in the local Land
Search and Rescue group and
recently qualified as a Justice
of the Peace!
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AGENT FOR COURIER

NPQST HASTE

delivering excellence - people. service. package.

Check on-line for the
ticketing categories,
orring us for a quote

Tairua Print Ph 864 8170

Air Conditioning and
Electrical

TAIRUA ELECTRICAL

v Air Conditioning/Heat Pumps
- Fujitsu and Mitsubishi
Accredited Installer

v Electrical Installations

Phone Graeme
021-893 908

All Plumbing Works

w Erguirs » Mastesunoe » Resnulions
i Hloa Whaner @ Poige & Tonks & Telss
& Diaposals & Topawars & Filters

02109016570
T.J. Clarke Plumbing

All your home decorating requirements

KEMPAINT
D
021531946 -

fully qualified / over 35 years experience

o
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QUALIFIED ARBORISTS

ALL Treework & Landscaping
Fruit trees * Hedges * Chipping
* Consultations

Call/Txt Jon 021 405 555
www.arborcuts.co.nz

PAINTING
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Ph Dave Ray 021 798 768

For all your Electrical Needs Including
» Underfloor

= Heat Pumps

= Saolar

Phone: 07 865 9309

whangamatalaserelectrical.co.nz

Evergreen

Tree & Garden

QUALIFIED ARBORIST

Tree Pruning/Removal
Hedge Trimming
Tree Planting
Landscaping

@Amhar 022 060 8020

= cvergreentairua@gmail.com

Advertising Deadlines SUBJECT TO AVAILABLE SPACE: All Boxed & Unboxed ads Friday 5pm.

HOURS (subject to change): Monday - Friday 9.30-5. Saturday, Sunday & Public holidays Closed.

Barry's answers online,
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Fibre Broadband

Reliable Local
Support and Service

For all your Internet Needs

_.1ruTF|T|”HHI1r._
GOTAIRUA

www.gotairua.co.nz

GLASS / GLAZING

Tairua - Pauanui
All repairs including
aluminium joinery
Cat doors installed
Ph Brian Hart
027 660 9746

MOTORCYCLE servicing
and repairs, road and off road.
Whenuakite. Phone 027 532
7977.

Pauanui Garden & Art

Plants & seedlings
REAL FRUIT ICE CREAMS
Gifts

BUSINESS
FOR SALE

021 238 3557

elle@pauanuigardenart.co.nz

GAS & PLUMBING LTD -

20+ years experience
Servicing Coromandel areas
New Zealand family business
Trustworthy & honest team

021814 879
www.pivotalnz.com

REACH 'N' CLEAN

¢ Exterior house soft wash
¢ Roof, Gutter, Solar Panels
¢ Window Cleaning

e Water Blasting

Call Frank 021 254 2810

www.reachnclean.co.nz

Solar & Battery Solutions

Underfloor heating Installs
Renovations & New Builds
Maintenance & Repairs

e A/Hrs Emergency Call Outs

Phone Josh 027 211 9308

STORAGE
m
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PACKING BOXES FOR SALE
SHELVING UNITS FOR SALE

Ph 07 864 8788

0274 832 129

ELECTRICAL 110

Electrical Repairs
& Installations

New Homes, Renovations
& Extensions
LED Lighting

JERRY POOLE 021 482 066

TILER "Professional Tiling
Services" All aspects wall &
floor tiling, complete bath-
room renovations. Phone Rob
Pierce 022 408 4136.

WINDOW
DRESSINGS

¢ Blinds
e Drapes

o Shutters
Free Measure & Quote
www.windowdressings.co.nz

021 238 9490

WINDOW WASHING
CLEAR VIEW WINDOWS

JON 021 059 6012

Curtnin & Blind Instadlarsl

GUTHRIE BOWRON WHITIANGA
2/9 Joan Gaskell Drive, Whitianga 3510

07 866 0035 | curtains@gbwhitianga.co.nz
guthriebowron.co.nz

Book w free in-pome meagure and quste)

Guthrie Bowron

Ingpiration
starts pere.
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e your floor for less
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HOUSE WASH

Exterior house/commercial building wash, roof wash, fences,

driveway, patios - soft-wash for best moss & lichen clean and

treatment, exterior window cleaning, or general water blasting,
boat ramps & jetties. 100m hose so access no problem,

Prompt local service with 20 years' experience
Phone: 0800 747 787

Email: atlasgroup@xtra.co.nz
or dial Andy direct on 027 313 4386
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NEED WINDOW &
DOOR REPAIRS?

* WINDOW HANDLES, SEALS, HINGES & STAYS

© SECURITY LOCKS FOR WINDOWS & DOORS
© SLIDING AND BI-FOLD DOOR ROLLERS, LOCKS & HANDLES
© RETRACTABLE INSECT SCREENS

LOCAL SERVICING FOR THE COROMANDEL

CALL US ON 0800 25 25 00

www.exceed.co.nz
exceed’
we fix windows & doors
HEALTH HEALTH
Pauanui / Tairua
Physiotherapy Clinics @ Back: ||'I_|_|F'IE"
Robert Lindsay Mo S oo
Dip.Phty (Otago), ADP (OMT), Dip.MT. Now Open
Fully Qualified 4 days a week
Manipulative & Orthopaedic in Tairua
Physiotherapist
Co-author of backinline.co.nz
“Treat Your Own Shoulder” 022 369 8039

Back & Neck Pain

Hand & Upper Limb Injuries
Rehabilitation following

Orthopaedic Surgery
Acupuncture

Pauanui Medical Centre
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S.S. Manaia sounding weight

found, again!

Just over 100 years ago
(June 1926) the S.S. Manaia
grounded on the reef at the
southeast end of Slipper Island.
The ship became a total loss,
though all passengers and crew
aboard were rescued. After
partial salvage, its remains lie
submerged, and over time has
become a popular dive site.

Local, Sel Bentley, was one
who enjoyed diving on the
wreck, once recovering a lead
sounding weight. Weights used
to be attached to a sounding
rope which was marked off in
fathom intervals and lowered
overboard until it hit the seabed
and then retrieved, so mariners
knew water depth. Sel passed
his treasure to Phil Mason
who eventually donated it to
Tairua Information Centre in
2015, anticipating a combined
information and heritage
centre being established.
But, over time, the weight
disappeared into oblivion as
the idea of a combined facility
dissipated.

Rowena Brown, one-time

Information Centre
manager, Eve Roper,
with a lead sounding
weight from the S.S.
Manaia. Presumed "lost",
it was being used as the
Centre's doorstop!

Information Centre manager,
recalls Phil regularly asking
her where she thought the
weight had ended up, but
of course, no longer being
closely involved in the Centre,
she didn’t know. However, in
a recent conversation with
current Centre manager, Eve
Roper, she enquired into the
whereabouts of the sounding
weight, describing the weight as
looking like an oversized fishing
sinker. Eve explained that, as
the storage arrangements for
the Information Centre had
recently changed, she now had
to find homes in the Centre
itself for some odd items. One
of which she thought might be
it. Not knowing what it actually
was, Eve was using it as the
doorstop!

So, a century after being lost
at sea the treasured sounding
weight has been found! It is
hoped it will now be displayed
in the Tairua Heritage Centre,
a much more fitting spot than
remaining as the Info Centre
doorstop!

& Tairua Medical Centre

Ph. 027 600 8801 PUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES
Tairua Sadly, we have to announce
Environment Society that this year's Light Party
AGM will not be going ahead,
Tuesday 27 October 2026 due to the Pepe Bridge CLOSED 17-20 OCTOBER

3pm at Tairua Bowling Club
44 Hornsea Road Tairua

All Welcome

PHYSIO

Synergy. Joel. 021 587 262
www.onlinephysio.nz

out-of-bounds work areas
at Pepe Reserve.
Ps Nico & Marlene, Elim Church

Open again
Wed 21 Oct, 9.30am
228 Main Road « 07 864 8170
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PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES “

Authorised by Miriam Ross, greens.org.nz

PARTY
VOTE

X coromandel@greens.org.nz
& 6 @nzgreenparty

E 5 TAIRUS BESIDENTS & RATIPAVERS ASSDOATION INC. |

MEET THE CANDIDATES for the GENERAL ELECTION
Tairua Rugby Club, Sunday 18 October 10.30-1pm

Allernate meetings:
Whangamata Memonal Hall Saturday 17 October 11am
Fauanui Puka Park Sunday 18 October 2pm

Tairua voting is taking place &t 5t Francis House, 248 Main Road, Tairua
Advanced voling beging 27 October 2026, Voting day is T November

You must ba registered to vote before midnight, Sunday 25 October
ratepayers tairua@gmail. com
ALL WELCOME - Free public meeting

Come to meet the 2026 Candidates ahead of the NZ General Election.

Scott
Simpson

National Party Candidate
for Coromandel

Authorised by S. Simpson, scott.simpson@national.org|

auanui Community

Church is holding its
annual Labour Weekend
Church Fair, from 9am to
noon on Saturday 24 Octo-
ber. The organisers are keen
to receive your unwanted
books, games, puzzles,
children’s toys, art, white el-
ephant (actually, any colours
would be accepted), kitchen
items, household goods,

Elim
CHURCH TOGETHER
INCLUDING ELIM KIDS PROGRAM

NEW VENUE & TIM

Sundays 11.30am
at St Francis Church

" ...-quw

I

CONNECT TOGETHER baby equipment, linen, tow-
LITTLIES, PARENTS, CAREGIVERS els, hand towels, sheets,
Tuesdays 10am pillowcases, plants, bikes,

St Francis House
DURING SCHOOL TERM

PHONE 864 8762
PS. NICO & MARLENE PRINSLOO

fishing gear, garden furniture
ortools, plants, pots, garden
art, wet suits, jam jars, old
tools, and BBQs. They can
collect the items from you,
or you can drop them off on
either Thursday 22 or Friday

FIRELY IrGNRLAEE AT

BAYLEYS 23 October after 10am at
. the Rec Hall by the Pauanui
TAIRUA'S TOWN Club. Contact Glen 027 268
GARAGE SALE 4754, Lizzie 021 1398 497
LABOUR WEEKEND or Bruce 027 8648 392 for
SAT 24™ OCY 2026 assistance.
YOUR HOUSE astors Nico and Mar-
SR =M Plene at Elim Church
REGISTRATIONS $2 have announced that this
@TAIRUA INFORMATION CENTRE year's Light Party will not
BY MONDAY 19TH OCT 2026

go ahead due to the limited
space and out-of-bounds
areas at the Pepe Reserve
while the Pepe Bridge re-
placement project contin-
ues. This popular alternative
to Halloween, that has been
running for many years and
enjoyed by the community,
will be missed.

he Bayley's Tairua
Town Garage Sale

takes place on the Satur-
day of Labour Weekend, 24
October, between 8am and

Maps available from Bayleys $2
from Thurs 22nd Oct

_
2

ST FRANCIS CHURCH 1pm. To have your garage
WHAT’S ON THIS WEEK | sale included, register your
Sunday address at Tairua Informa-

9.30am Worship tion Centre before Mo_nday
Fellowship & Morning Tea 19 October. A $2 registra-

tion fee will be charged. The
addresses of the registered
garage sales will be added
to a town map which you
can purchase for $2 from
Bayleys Real Estate, Main
Road, from Thursday 22
October.

Tues, Thurs & Sat
Op Shop open
9.30am - 1pm

Enquiries 07 864 8727
or 021 0275 6807
Main Road Tairua

stfrancistairua.com





